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Web: prestburyhistory.com

Welcome to the PLHS newsletter 2020.
Well what a year! I had hoped to publish this newsletter back in the spring but as a key worker
and parent to two teenagers I have found that my time and energies have been somewhat
diverted. Your committee trust that you are all keeping safe and healthy during this unprecented
time and are aiming to keep you all involved with the society through more written
communications and we are also investigating the feasibility of some on-line presentations.
This bumper edition looks back at a number of notable personalities and families from the village
as well as information about an interesting national project concerning local lock-ups and the
remembrance event at the racecourse.
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Given the current circumstances and unknown immediate future, your committee
have decided that there is no choice other than to cancel all further meetings of
the society for the rest of 2020. However, plans will be put in place to restart a
new schedule for next year, beginning in January 2021, and following similar
dates as in 2020.
We have also decided to carry over membership subscriptions for 2021.

A note from our Chairman
Dear member,
I hope that you will enjoy this Newsletter produced for the Society by Neil PryceJones. Many of you I am sure are managing to continue your own research in
these difficult times.
The planning for 2021 Presentations is well underway and we intend to have our
usual selection of good subjects and speakers. Something for us all to look
forward to in the New Year. We will of course be subject to making safe
conditions at our meetings.
Our series of short articles - Prestbury Jottings - will continue during the Winter.
Best wishes, stay safe.
Tony Noel
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A Prestbury Character in Tom Oliver’s Stables
Early last year the Prestbury Local History Society welcomed to one of our
meetings two visitors who were staying at “The Granary” at Home Farm. They
were Don and Katey Chesswas from West Yorkshire. One of their ancestors was
John (Jack ) Chesswas , a groom for Tom Oliver who had his stables at
Morningside from about 1830 to 1860. John Chesswas also rode at some race
meetings and was moderately successful.

Don has a book entitled “The Life of Fred Archer” by E.M.Humphries in which his
ancestor was mentioned. In chapter 3 the author wrote about The King’s Arms:
“In Fred Archer’s boyhood the smoke room was a sort of club, where nightly the
squire, the parson, the doctor, the lawyer, the better class tradesman and the
aspiring jockey, Cheswas, smoked their churchwardens, drank good ale and told tall
tales. When William Archer was landlord, Tom Oliver, Isaac Day and William
Holman used to meet there and discuss sporting matters with their host, the famous
steeplechase rider.”
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In the same chapter there are some recollections by Fred Archer’s sister Alice:
“It was a pretty old world place and in the middle of the smoke room every man had
his own particular corner. The smoke room was for the gentry, and most of the
other people went into the tap room downstairs, except John Cheswas, a
steeplechase jockey, a very superior man and all that. He could always be found in
the smoke room, smoking his long churchwarden pipe with the best of his betters. I
remember this used to rather annoy my father (William Archer); he often said
things about it; but John sat there all the same. And, in fact he seemed to mix
altogether with a class of people above him. Sarah Cheswas, John’s wife, had been
an old servant of ours, and she used to come in by the day and work for mother.”
“In places like Prestbury there is always the village idiot, isn’t there? And Sam
Cheswas, Sarah and John’s son, was ours. He had fits, and we were rather afraid of
him. We children used often to go down to Sarah’s, but before we went in we’d
always ask Sarah ”Is Sam at home and do you think he will have a fit? ” And Sarah
would sometimes say “I don’t think so. He had five in the night “.
John Chesswas died 16th December 1869 in Prestbury and his wife Sarah in July
1873. Poor Sam was moved to the County Asylum two months before the death of
his mother and he died there in November 1880 aged thirty-eight years.
The family is believed to be buried in St Mary’s churchyard. Can anyone confirm
this and does anyone have any more information about this family with the
unusual name. Please let me know if you have.

Val Porter
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Dr Thomas Christie
Whilst researching Henry Paget Christie I found that his father Thomas Christie
had had a remarkable medical career.
Thomas Christie was born on the 2nd April 1774 at Carnwath, Lanarkshire
Scotland. He was educated at Aberdeen university after which he entered the
service of the East India Company as a Surgeon. He was posted to Trincomalee in
1797. He was made superintendent of military hospitals in 1800 and soon after
head of the small-pox hospitals. He organised the systematic introduction of
vaccination in 1802, replacing the previous treatment of inoculation. The
vaccination of over 100,000 people made a major improvement. This meant that
by 1806 the treatment had been responsible for almost completely removing
small-pox from all but a small part of Ceylon. The remaining part, the pearl
fishery, was where foreign visitors were said to reintroduce the illness.
Thomas Christie returned to the UK and became an MD at Aberdeen. He wrote a
report on his experience which became a standard textbook on his successful
treatment to avoid the disease.
In 1810 he opened a practice in Cheltenham where at one time a directory
suggests that his surgery was at 9 Cambray street.
In 1813 through the influence of his friend Sir Walter Farquhar he was made
physician extraordinary to the Prince Regent.
He continued to practice in Cheltenham until his death on 11 October 1829 at the
age of 55. He is buried at Prestbury in St Mary’s church yard. His wife Mary
Isabella who he married in Ceylon, died in 1827 and shares the family grave.

Tony Noel
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The Osbaldeston Family

The inscription on this headstone in St. Mary’s churchyard reads:
SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF
SARAH, WIFE OF
JOHN OSBALDESTON,
WHO DIED JANY 18TH. 1858 ;
AGED 59 YEARS.
ALSO OF
THOMAS OSBALDESTON,
WHO DIED JANY 16TH. 1859;
AGED 61 YEARS

Three members of the family are mentioned on the headstone but only two of
them, according to the wording, appear to be buried in the plot. When the parish
burial records are searched there is an entry indicating John was buried in the
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plot in 1883.
So, who were the Osbaldeston family mentioned on this headstone?
1790 John Osbaldeston was born to John Osbaldeston and Ann in Overbury,
Worcestershire. He was baptised on the 6th June.
1797 Sarah Wells was born in Prestbury, Gloucestershire
1798. 8th September Sarah Wells the daughter of William and Sarah was baptised
in Prestbury, Gloucestershire
1800 Thomas Osbaldeston was born to John and Ann Osbaldeston in Overbury,
Worcestershire
1820 John Osbaldeston married Sarah Wells
1841 John, Sarah and Thomas are living in the High Street of Prestbury. John and
Thomas are employed as a Smith and Farrier
1847 John Osbaldeston is listed as a Blacksmith in ‘Hunt & Co’s. City of Gloucester
and Cheltenham directory & Court Guide
1851 John, Sarah and Thomas were living in the High Street of Prestbury next
door to a house called ‘Sans Sauci’. John and Thomas were working as
Blacksmiths. Other inhabitants were:
• William Osbaldeston - a nephew aged 17 employed as a Blacksmith’s
apprentice and born at Cambridge University! Interestingly I cannot find a
reference to William in other census listings
• Mary Ann Lennard - a niece aged 24 listed as a visitor and born in
Prestbury. Mary Ann appears to have been related via her Sarah Wells, the
wife of John Osbaldeston
1858 18th February Sarah Wells (Osbaldeston) died and is buried in St Mary’s
Churchyard
1858 3 August John Osbaldeston marries Mira Simmonds aged 48. Mira was a
Spinster of Prestbury and the daughter of William Simmonds and Yeoman
1859 19 January Thomas Osbaldston died and was buried on the 21st January in
St Mary’s Churchyard
1861 John Osbaldeston is living on the south side of the High Street with Mira.
The census states Mira as being born in East Dean, Gloucestershire
1871 John and Mira are living at Horse Pool Bottom, East Dean, Westbury on
Severn, Gloucestershire
1876 Mira Simmonds (Osbaldeston) died and was buried on the 14th December at
Holy Trinity in the Dean Forest, Gloucestershire
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1881 John is living as a boarder with Mary Williams at 13 Swindon Street,
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. He is listed as Annuitant
1883 29 December John Osbaldeston died and was buried on the 31st December
at St Mary’s Churchyard
This gives a brief history of the names from the headstone. But still there are
many questions:
• Why did John and Thomas come to Prestbury?
• Can find no listings of any children (alive or dead) from the marriage of
John and Sarah
• Where in Prestbury did they work as Blacksmiths?
There is another headstone in the churchyard that states:
In Memory of
WILLIAM OSBALDESTON.
Died Sepr. 3rd. 1856.
Aged 22 years.
The grass withereth, the flowers fadeth :
but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
Also of
MARY ANN LENNARD.
Died October 22nd. 1857
in the 31st. Year of her age.
" In the midst of life we [are in death.]"

If anyone has anything further to add to the story please email me on
mrrees978@yahoo.co.uk and perhaps we can add to the story in a future
newsletter.

Michelle Rees
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More on Sir Thomas Chamberlayne
In October 2019 we received the following email from a gentleman in Leeds who
had found an article of interest to him on our website. It is good to know that the
Prestbury History website is read far and wide! Thank you to Tony Noel and
Norman Baker for bringing this to my attention.
Dear Sir
I have recently read the article by Norman Baker in the Newsletter from Winter
2018. I was interested in the story of Sir John's disputes with his neighbours and
was pleased to see summary of Sir Thomas' career being brought to a wider
audience. Dr G D Ramsay of St Edmund Hall, Oxford described Chamberlayne as
one of the more clear headed of the Tudor civil servants and diplomats.
In 1980 I completed an MPhil dissertation at the University of Leeds looking at
the career of Sir Thomas Chamberlayne. During that research I came across a
court case in which Sir Thomas gave his age and that is how I deduced his date of
birth as 1504 and gave the date to The History of Parliament Trust.
I could not really understand why, when Chamberlayne was involved in so many
aspects of Tudor politics at key moments that he had no biography in the
Dictionary of National Biography. That has been remedied in the new Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography. The name entry is under Sir Thomas
Chamberlain but Sir Thomas always used the spelling Chamberlayne, the name
used by his family in Gloucestershire thereafter.
I can add two items to Mr Baker's excellent article. I refer to Sir Thomas'
daughter later in the e mail but I can shed a little light on Sir Thomas' knighthood.
I too could not find when Thomas Chamberlayne Esq became Sir Thomas
Chamberlayne but the earliest reference to his knighthood that I could find was
in August 1550. Since individuals were sometimes knighted ahead of their
embassy, I assumed that Chamberlayne was knighted ahead of his embassy to
The Netherlands. Interestingly, the first reference to Thomas as an esquire with
the right to a coat of arms was 1547, not long before the knighthood. Obviously,
he was on his way up in the world.
Sir Thomas was the son of William Chamberlayne, a London merchant. Thomas,
himself joined the Drapers Company in London in 1525, becoming a liveryman of
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the company in 1547. However, I could find no clear evidence of Sir Thomas'
training or education. He was well known for his skill with languages and,
according to Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, well known as a connoisseur at Court.
He also left a collection of books in his will. He first appears in government
documents in the service of Sir Thomas Wyatt, the poet and ambassador. Maybe
that is where he picked up his skill in languages. In 1544 and 1545 he was one of
the commissaries raising mercenaries for Henry VIII's invasion of France and
capture of Boulogne. When the mercenaries were not paid because it was decided
that they were no longer needed, Chamberlayne was the focus of their
dissatisfaction as being the commissary who controlled the money. They held
him hostage for payment. He assisted a commission to resolve a trade dispute in
1545. In 1549 he oversaw the final stages of the Bristol mint, taking over from
William Sharington who had become involved in the plots of Thomas Seymour
against Protector Somerset.
In 1550 he was ambassador in the Netherlands at a crucial time in relations
between England and Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, the ultimate ruler of the
Netherlands. He was MP for Camelford in Elizabeth's first parliament. Whether
he was a friend of Sir William Cecil or not, Cecil trusted him as one committed to
the Protestant settlement, as Mr Baker notes. Mr Baker also refers to issues with
Protestant church services whilst Sir Thomas was ambassador in The
Netherlands. It seems that his Protestant stance was one of the reasons he was
chosen as Elizabeth I's first resident ambassador in Spain at a time of intense
diplomatic concern. That Protestant stance led to problems with the Inquisition
in Spain and he was no doubt glad to return to England where he considered
himself to be more of a countryman than a courtier. Such a career would seem to
have warranted a reference in the old DNB. The family was obviously proud of his
diplomatic career as shown on the memorial to his son in St Nicholas Church in
Oddington. The wording of the memorial is:
"Here lyeth the body of Thomas Chamberlayne, Esqr., descended from ye Earles of
Tancrevile, High Chamberlaynes of Normandy. He was third son of Sir Thomas
Chamberlayne of Prestbury, in the County of GIouc. Knight, Ambassadour from Hen.
8, Edw. 6, Q. Mary, and Q. Elizabeth, to ye Q. of Hungary, to ye K. of Sweden, and to
ye K. of Portugal, and to Phillip ye 2d King of Spaine. He marryed Margaret,
daughter and heyre of Edward Bagehott, of Prestbury aforesaid, Gent., who also lies
interred here. By her he left five sons, Thomas, John, Leonard, George, and Edward,
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and 5 daughters Ann, Margaret, Mary, Frances, and Elizabeth. He dyed ye 4th of
Decr. 1640, aged 72."
Below the main wording is the following
"This Monument was erected at ye cost and charges of John Chamberlayne, M. Art.
and Med. Professor."
Sir Thomas did not go to Hungary but the Regent of The Netherlands was Mary of
Austria otherwise known as Mary of Hungary where she had been Queen Consort
until the death of her husband.
I can provide a few more details about Sir Thomas' dealings with his
Gloucestershire lands. When Chamberlayne finally obtained the grant of the
Barony of Chrurchdown, the Crown originally reserved £100 of the yearly rents
of £175 13s 1.25d (£175.65). There is a survey of the barony in the
Gloucestershire Record Office (D621/M15). This appears to be a valuation from
the time that the Crown acquired the barony. The valuation contains some
marginal notes by Richard Pates, whose monument can be seen in Gloucester
Cathedral. Pates and Sir Thomas' friendship seemed to disappear sometime
during Elizabeth's reign and, like his son Sir John, Sir Thomas featured in several
cases in The Court of Star Chamber and The Court of Requests, as Sir Thomas
bought in the reserved rents, enclosed land in Witcombe, increased the number
of rabbits in Churchdown, mortgaged and sold off land as appropriate.
Sir Thomas' son, John, was born in 1559, being christened at the parish church of
St Benet in London on 27 October 1559. He was the son of Sir Thomas' second
wife Joan, the widow of John Machyll. Sir Thomas' sons had some grand
godparents. John had as one godfather, the Duke of Finland, the younger son of
the King of Sweden. The prince was in England to negotiate, unsuccessfully, for a
marriage between Elizabeth I and his brother. The other godfather was Lord
Robert Dudley and his godmother was Elizabeth Parr, Marchioness of
Northampton. Sir Thomas' second son, Edmund, had as his godmother Queen
Elizabeth I. In 1575 Sir Thomas and his son were granted the office of keeper of
the deer park at Prestbury. The fee of £3 per annum would have been a minor
reason for obtaining the grant as there were other perquisites of being a keeper
of the deer park. In May 1580, just before Sir Thomas' death he was arranging for
the marriage of John to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Thynne of Longleat.
In 1567 Sir Thomas married for a third time. This time to Anne, daughter of
William Carkeke and widow of William Pierson. Bother Carkeke and Pierson
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were important members of the London Company of Scriveners. Sir Thomas and
Lady Anne had one son, Thomas.
We can now return to Theophilia, disinherited by Sir Thomas' will. She was the
daughter of Sir Thomas and Lady Joan. She was disinherited because she was
associated with a "lewde felowe", Richard Webbe. In a codicil to the will Sir
Thomas relented and promised her a marriage portion if she ceased her
relationship with Webbe. She appears to have done this since, in her will of 1588,
8 years after Sir Thomas, Lady Anne left a bequest to her daughter (for this read
stepdaughter) "Theoffela Hewse".
A fourth child is mentioned in Sir Thomas will, Thomas Chamberlayne the elder
as well as Thomas Chamberlayne, the son of Sir Thomas and Lady Anne. Is this a
son from Sir Thomas' first wife, a lady from The Netherlands, from another
relationship or an adopted son. In his will of 1617, Sir John stated that the first of
his creditors to be satisfied was his brother, Thomas Chamberlayne, the elder, a
gentleman of Gloucester. Lady Anne's will does not mention Thomas
Chamberlayne the elder.
Finally, I would like to thank Mr Baker for an interesting article and prompting
me to revisit Sir Thomas' life in Gloucestershire.
Yours faithfully
J W Greenwood
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Your Local Lock-Up
I write on behalf of Dr Rosalind Crone of The Open University who created the
19th Century Prisons database at www.prisonhistory.org in 2018. This project
has recently been updated and extended and, we believe, will be of even greater
interest to local historians. We should be grateful if you would please share
details with your members and member societies.
Alongside the 19th Century Prisons database (www.prisonhistory.org/19thcentury-prisons/), which provides a searchable list of 847 prisons and their
archives, Rosalind Crone has developed Your Local Lock-Up; a public
engagement project which aims to locate any structures used for temporary
imprisonment or restraint. These lock-ups might have confined the accused until
they appeared before a local magistrate, when being moved between penal
institutions, or when undergoing trial. Some lock-ups, like stocks, could also have
been used to punish those ‘behaving badly’ in the local community.
Lock-ups have been almost entirely overlooked by penal historians, but they are
essential for understanding criminal justice at the local level, and the use and
experience of imprisonment in British history. Your Local LockUp at www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/ is building a national database of
surviving or demolished lock-ups and other places of local confinement. This will
allow us to explore various aspects of lock-ups’ use, character and design, and
enable us to complete the next stage in the recovery of the penal landscape of
historic Britain.
To do this, we now need the help of local historians! There are around 650 lockups in the database at www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/, but currently only
16 for Gloucestershire. This is far from exhaustive, and we anticipate that there
are countless others we know nothing about. We are therefore calling upon local
historians and members of the public to help us recover more lock-ups, and
would be very grateful if your members could tell us about any in your area. The
project is compiling data on any place or structure used for temporary
confinement between the 16th and early 20th centuries; including purpose built
lock-ups, police stations, cells in town halls, courthouses, workhouses, stocks and
even rooms in pubs used to detain prisoners.
Your members can easily contribute information on a new lock-up directly into
the database through an online form at www.prisonhistory.org/locallock13

up/submit-lock-up. Or perhaps they have more details and photographs of
somewhere already listed in the database. If so, we would be very grateful for
any additions or corrections via the ‘Anything to Add’ button on each lock-up
entry. We are also inviting anyone interested in lock-ups and penal history more
generally to join our project team to help with research and the development of
the database at www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/become-a-contributor/
To increase Your Local Lock-Up’s usefulness to local history societies and
communities, every lock-up entry in the database includes a ‘print’ button, which
generates a ready-made pamphlet containing information and an image that can
be displayed or distributed. Please do let us know if this facility is of use to your
society and members, and whether there are any additional features that you
would find valuable on the site. We need your feedback to develop this resource
further!
Finally, why not connect with Prison History UK on social media? Your
members can follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.com/prisonhistoryuk), ‘like’
our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/Prison-History-UK2390455521218014 ); and share material with us on Instagram
(www.instagram.com/prisonhistoryuk). You can also subscribe directly to our
mailing list at www.prisonhistory.org to receive the latest project news and
updates.
If you have any queries, or would like further information about Your Local
Lock-Up, please email Dr Rosalind Crone at Rosalind.Crone@open.ac.uk or
myself. We very much look forward to receiving your comments and
contributions to this exciting new project.
Kind regards,
Dr Elaine Saunders
Researcher, Your Local Lock-Up
www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/
For Dr Rosalind Crone
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Remembrance Display at Cheltenham
Racecourse
On the 18th November 2018, an exhibition took place at Cheltenham Racecourse.
Many organisations and individuals had been asked to provide displays on the
theme and it was well attended by race goers.

Rebecca Sillence developed a display for Cheltenham Library and Prestbury Local
History Society which Michelle Rees helped with manning on the day. There was
a strong interest in the display including a visit by Princess Anne. Also providing
a display was one of our members, Geoff North.
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Prestbury Stones, what do they tell us?

Left photo - This old stone at Prestbury Green has an S with an arrow pointing
North. I assumed Southam but a previous owner of the house had been told it
was not for Southam. So, could it be Sudeley? Any other ideas?
Right photo - It has been suggested that this stone in the churchyard is a
medieval boundary stone, it is certainly similar to some known in other places. If
so, what boundary does it refer to?

Tony Noel
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