Email: prestburyhistory@gmail.com
Web: prestburyhistory.com

Welcome to the PLHS Winter newsletter 2018.
Since the last newsletter we have experienced some climatic extremes in our
village with deep snow for several weeks followed by record temperatures and
drought conditions during the summer. Although inconvenient and uncomfortable
now, these events would have been catastrophic in years gone by when the village
farmers were relied upon to feed the local population. It would be interesting to
hear of recollections of similar weather extremes in years gone by.
This edition contains two parts of occasional series by Michelle Rees concerning
the streets of Prestbury and prominent people interred in the graveyard. I am also
delighted to include an article by Norman Baker on the Chamberlain family.
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Dates for your Diary
September 24th
Brockhampton by Neil Pryce-Jones
October 22nd
Policing in Prestbury by Mark Williams
November 26th
Prestbury 1918 by David Jones

All meetings are held in Prestbury WI Hall at
7:30pm unless otherwise specified.

The committee have been busy arranging the schedule for
next year’s talks, walks and events. Work on our indexing
and transcription projects continues and we are always
pleased to hear from volunteers!
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2019
May 20th

TALKS &
EVENTS
January 21st
Cleeve Common
David Aldred
February 25th
Lt General Thomas
Molyneux and his family
Michael Cole
March 25th
AGM & Family History talks
April 29th

A Prestbury Military Artist
Tony Noel
June 24th
More Prestbury Policing
Mark Williams
September 23rd
Rosehill, Marlehill House
and neighbours
Val Porter
November 25th
Tradesmen in Prestbury
Neil Pryce-Jones

Prestbury 1750
Norman Baker
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Sir Francis Hastings Gilbert
Family and local history entwined
Often people define themselves as a family or local historian but I
view myself as both. I believe that they are entwined together and if
an individual is researching their family then they should also
research the local area. This gives context to the information
discovered and gives the researcher a better understanding of life in
that particular era.
As a local researcher with no family interest in Prestbury, I have tried
to learn about the village and the people within it. In this and future
newsletters, I will photograph a headstone in St Mary’s churchyard
and research an individual who was buried before the 20th century. I
have a fascination with cemeteries and follow many blogs that
discuss them!
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This headstone can be found on the path following the red brick wall
beside the Priory.
Sir Francis Hastings Gilbert was born on the 10th September 1816 in
Bodmin, Cornwall. His parents were Isabella Rose Ross and Sir
Walter Raleigh Gilbert KCB, GCB and they were married on the 1st
June 1814 in Calcutta, India. Sir Walter Raleigh Gilbert was a cadet in
the Bengal Infantry in 1880 becoming well known as a commander
and sportsman. They had two daughters called Flora Anne Gilbert
and Geraldine Adelaide Elizabeth Gilbert.
Sir Francis attended Exeter College at Oxford University and
matriculated on the 16th April 1834.
He served as Vice Consul and Consul from 1853 – 1863 at Scutari
which was in the Province of Albania in Western Turkey at the time.
I can find very little about his time as a diplomat but it is noted that
the Crimean War started in 1853 and the incidence of infectious
disease was very high in the area.
In 1863 returned to Cheltenham and died on the 17th November
1863 where he was buried in the churchyard on the 21st November
1863. The officiating minister was C.E. Rankin. The baronetcy
became extinct on the death of Sir Francis.
Dame Isabella Rose Gilbert (his mother) lived at Southwood Lodge in
Prestbury Road at the time of his death which in this current day is
Selim Smith Funeral Directors.

Michelle Rees
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Street Names of Prestbury
Lake Street
This street can be found at the intersection of The Burgage,
Bowbridge Lane and Mill Street. At this intersection is a distinctive
black and white metal sign post.

The name has agricultural origins and it comes from the lake that
was once in front of Lake House. This lake no longer appears to be
present but any evidence provided by members would be helpful.
There are five grade II listed buildings in the street.
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1. Lake House – has been known as Lake farm, and is late C18 –
mid C19

2. Pilgrim cottage – C17
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3. Stables c5m west of Lake House – early-mid C18

4. Manor House C17 which was renovated C20
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5. Fourways – C17

Michelle Rees
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The Chamberlains of Prestbury
Manor, 1564 - 1762
Whilst researching the story of Lower Mill, Prestbury, I came across the story of
hostility and skulduggery involving some villagers and Sir John Chamberlain who
was then Lord of the Manori. More recently in researching tithes I came across
several law suits again involving Sir John. A further law suit involving Sir John
concerned a controversy involving simony at Oddington near Stow. This is the
story of Sir John of Prestbury and his lawsuitsii.
Sir John was Lord of the Manor of Prestbury because his father, Sir Thomas,
bequeathed it to him when he died in 1580. Thomas Chamberlain (1504 -1580)
though of a wealthy family did not inherit any landed estates. He was, however,
able to find employment in the diplomatic service and after a number of
diplomatic posts he was appointed, in June 1550, ambassador to Mary of
Hungary, Regent of the Netherlands. He served there until April 1553,
supporting English merchants who were being hindered by restrictions and an
embargo during the war with France. As he was the ambassador of a protestant
king and a protestant himself, Chamberlain maintained protestant services in his
household in Brussels until, in January 1551, he was forbidden by the Emperor
to do so any longer. Edward VI’s retort to this was to forbid the Emperor’s
ambassador in London to hear Mass in his house until the prohibition was lifted.
Chamberlain’s recall was a few days before Edward VI’s death. Clearly Thomas
was a loyal subject and a staunch protestant though his Protestantism cost him
when Mary came to the throne. Though recommended to her for his ‘diversity of
languages, wisdom, experience abroad, and sundry other honest qualities’, he
was not employed during her reign, no doubt because of his religion.
During the reign of Elizabeth he came back into public life. As a friend of William
Cecil he was assured of a parliamentary seat somewhere and was returned for
Camelford, a duchy of Cornwall borough open to court influence and thus he
became an MP in 1559iii. As an eminent protestant he was particularly welcome
as he would strengthen support for the Queen.
In January 1560 he once again went into the diplomatic service and went to Spain
as resident Ambassador. His health suffered in the Spanish climate. His financial
position was precarious and even in 1563 a friend who had lent him £1000 had
not been repaid. Pleas for recall went unheeded, and by May 1561 Chamberlain’s
credit was so low that his wife was unable to borrow more money to send to him.
Eventually he was recalled, leaving Spain in February 1562.
Although it seems from such reports of his debts that he was not properly
recompensed by the Crown this was not really true. Recognising his service and
his landless state the crown granted to Thomas in 1552 the Barony of
Churchdown. This was in fact a very substantial acquisition and made him a
wealthy man. The Barony of Churchdown may not sound very impressive but on
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exploration it turns out that it made him a major land owner. The Barony of
Churchdown included:
 Churchdown Manor,
 Hucclecote Manor,
 Norton (Bishop's) Manor,
 Shurdington Manor,
 Oddington Manor,
 Compton Abdale Manor,
 North Cerney Manor. iv
He was therefore, from 1552 at least, a wealthy man though debts dogged him
for the rest of his life. Even after his death his family were still sorting out and
settling his debts. All of the evidence suggests that he was a poor manager of his
wealth.
He was a Justice of the Peace in Gloucestershire 1559 - 1564 and in Middlesex
1561 - 1573. He was also knighted, presumably by Queen Elizabeth, though I
have not yet found a date. He was referred to in a Parliamentary paper as ‘Mr’
Chamberlain in 1559.
A further grant was made by the crown in 1564 when he was granted the lease of
the Manor of Prestbury. Why he was given this further estate is not clear but it
was Prestbury that he chose as his home. He also had a house in London which
he used when needed. As he had a choice of manors for his permanent family
home but chose Prestbury this was clearly his favourite. Is it possible that he
knew Prestbury and that it was becoming vacant and was able to persuade
someone to obtain the lease for him?
He died in 1580 and in his Will he first paid off his many debts then left one third
of his goods to his wife, one third to his children and one third toward the
payment of other legacies. His wife had an annuity of 200 marks, according to
the provision of her marriage settlement. (In fact there was no such coin as a
mark, it was an accounting device usually used in high finance. It was worth 13s
4d i.e. two thirds of a pound which is one reason why you will often see the
figures 13s 4d, 6s 8d and 3s 4d in old accounts. In modern values 200 marks
then is worth about £40,000 now.)
He left most of his Gloucestershire lands to his eldest son John, who was also
charged with the task of recovering the mortgaged manor of Compton Abdale.
The second son, Thomas, was given Oddington Manor. Sir Thomas had arranged
that although Thomas Jnr inherited Oddington the advowson of Oddington
Parish and the tithes which went with it went to John. He left Compton Abdale to
this third son Edmund. Chamberlain’s only daughter Theophila was disinherited
for becoming involved with a ‘lewd fellow of base condition’. She was therefore
deprived of her dowry, although ‘out of pity’ her brother was to maintain her
while she remained unmarried and to provide a convenient portion for her if she
married with his consent.
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JOHN CHAMBERLAIN.
We know little of John the eldest son. Like his father he was a Justice of the
Peace from 1593 and was High Sheriff of Gloucestershire 1596-7. He was
knighted in 1603 and became Lord of the Manor of Prestbury on the death of his
father in 1608. In fact the Prestbury Manor estate was by then broken up with
the land having been separated from the house and sold. It does not appear that
Prestbury was John’s main residence even though he was Lord of the Manor.
There are several lawsuits in which he is directly involved and which give us
some insight into his life and times. One record concerns a case held in the Star
Chamber in 1610 involving John and various Prestbury villagers. The Star
Chamber was named after the star-spangled ceiling of the room where the court
was held in the old palace of Westminster. It was a court of law which was used
extensively in the Tudor period but was abolished in 1641. It was established to
ensure the fair enforcement of laws involving powerful people. Many Star
Chamber cases, which frequently allege public disorder, riot, forcible entry and
assault, were really private disputes about property rights, as is the case here.
The case which is of interest to the story of the Manor House and the mill
involved a serious dispute with some villagers. John Chamberlain’s charge
against them was that they cut the water supply which served his Manor House
and his Mill. The record of the case shows that water had been conveyed in
leaden pipes into the manor house of Prestbury for a long time. In the 3rd year
of James I (i.e. 1606/7) in a field called North Meade the pipes were cut,
apparently not for the first time. In addition, that in the field called Shepherd’s
Close in the previous December workmen were repairing a wooden trough for
conveying water to the complainant’s mill at Prestbury when they were attacked.
One of them suffered a broken leg and the trough was deliberately broken.
Further, in October 1605, one called William Smythe of Prestbury was taken out
of his bed and out of his house in the night time and put into the stocks with a
horse lock put on his leg. Annoyingly the outcome of the case is not known as
most Star Chamber records of decisions are lostv.
These are serious charges and evidence that the men in question were either
violent people or that they were driven to such extremes by their hatred of Sir
John. Sir John’s unpopularity with some villagers is also made clear in a witness
statement that ‘Richard Benfield, Robert Homes and Thomas Hodges have been
his enemies for the past seven years’. The cause is not directly stated but
appears to be that Sir John’s animals were often found grazing on other people’s
propertyvi. It is not clear whether these men are the same ones who were
charged over the disruption of the water supplies.
There are four cases in 1610/11 which involve the Vicar, Richard Coppock, and
Sir John. At issue was whether the demesne land, on which tithes were not
payable to the vicar, included the Park i.e. the old deer park. This was land that
belonged particularly to the Manor House and, in former days, to the Hereford
Bishops who did not pay tithes. The vicar wanted to prove that he had a right to
the tithes on that land. The evidence is strongly in Sir John’s favour and, as there
was no subsequent change to the payment of tithes, Sir John clearly won the
casevii.
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Another case involves an accusation of ‘simony’. Simony is defined as "the
corrupt presentation of any one to an ecclesiastical benefice for gift or reward".
The term dates back to New Testament times when it is recorded in Acts 8:9-24
that Simon Magus sought to buy the miraculous power demonstrated by the
apostles. One of the consequences of the reformation of the church by Henry VIII
was that the ownership of parish church advowsons which had previously been
owned by monasteries had become the possession of laymen and were quite
marketable. The advowson (patronage) of a living was the right to present to the
diocesan bishop the next vicar for appointment. If a clergyman could persuade
the patron to nominate him for the next vacancy in a desired parish then that
was an attractive proposition but once the persuasion involved payment in any
guise then the clergyman had committed the crime (in church law) of simony.
This interesting case arose out of John’s patronage of Oddington Church. Sir John
held the advowson and his younger brother Thomas was Lord of the Manor. In
1608 a case was brought involving the appointment of the vicarviii. The vicar,
Henry Clayton, had begged Sir John to appoint his curate, Thomas Gamond, to the
living after his death. John’s assertion was that certain conditions were attached
to the agreement and made by Clayton and Gamond i.e. the continuation of the
existing arrangements under which cash was paid in lieu of tithe income. The
living was worth £80 and Gamond was willing to accept £40 in lieu of tithes thus
giving Sir John a sum of £40p.a. However, it was necessary for Gamond to take
an oath before the diocesan bishop that he had not committed simony in
obtaining the living. The court case arises because Gamond was denying that he
had made an agreement so that he would avoid the charge of simony. The result
of the case is not declared but Gamond went on to be inducted into the living and
remained there until his death. The evidence also includes a witness statement
saying, ‘About a fortnight before Cleyton's death John Tidmarshe (who was the
Vicar of nearby Broadwell) went to the house of Sir John Chamberlain, patron of
the rectory, at Prestbury and offered to buy the advowson for £300 for a friend
of his. Sir John, knocking his breast and with his eyes looking upwards to
heaven, deeply vowed and protested that as God should judge him he meant to
freely bestow the rectory upon Thomas Gamond after Cleyton's death and he
was bound in conscience to bestow it on him’. The show of piety was
commendable but the telling phrase is ‘freely bestow’ i.e. with no conditions.
Sir John was childless and in his Will of 1617, he bequeathed his houses, manors,
lands and tenements to his brothers Edmund and Thomas, and his nephew
Symon Egerton.
Edmund Chamberlain thus inherited some of John’s estates in addition to
Compton Abdale which he already held. Like his Father and Grand-father he also
became High Sheriff of Gloucestershire 1596/7.
Edmund became a major landowner who acquired the Manor of Maugersbury
near Stow. He then also acquired the Manor of Stow-on-the-Wold. He built up a
new dynasty, ‘the Chamberlain’s of Maugersbury’. The following quote is taken
from ‘Maugersbury 21’ website:
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In 1603 the Manor was sold to Edmund Chamberlayne and the
Chamberlayne family retained the Manor until the end of the 19th
century. The Chamberlayne family is descended from John, Count de
Tankerville, of Tankerville Castle in Normandy, who came with William
the Conqueror to England, but returned to Normandy, leaving John de
Tankerville, a younger son of the former earl behind.
John was Lord Chamberlain to King Henry 1, and his son Richard was
Lord Chamberlain to Stephen. Hence the assumed name Chamberlayne.
The Maugersbury Chamberlaynes are descended from Sir Thomas
Chamberlayne of Prestbury, Gloucestershire, and his second wife
Elizabeth.
The Lord of Maugersbury Manor, Joseph Chamberlayne, sold
Maugersbury Manor in 1898 to fund the building of Hyde House (now the
Fosse Manor Hotel). Joseph Chamberlayne and his wife Henrietta
Catherine saw Hyde House as the perfect place to improve their passion
for entertaining. It was completed in 1901.
One of Edmund’s sons, Edward, became famous as the author of 'Angliae Notitia;
or the Present State of England'. The book was a handbook on the social and
political condition of England first published in 1669 and was continuously
revised even after Edmund’s death until the thirty-sixth edition and bearing the
date 1755 by which time it was a three-volume work.
The Chamberlain’s last property in Prestbury was the Manor House which
Edmund sold in 1762 and the Craven family then took the title of the Lord of the
Manor of Prestbury.

Norman Baker
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Frontispiece to Edward Chamberlayne, 'Angliae Notitia; or the Present State of England',
7th edition (London, 1673); Charles II enthroned, holding orb and sceptre; standing
beside him, Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury and Sir Orlando Bridgeman, the
Lord Keeper.

Prestbury Past and Present Vol 2
Some of the story of the Chamberlains has already been researched and published by Beryl
Elliott in an excellent article entitled ‘The Manor Mystery: the rise and decline of the house of the
Bishops of Hereford at Prestbury.’ Cheltenham LHS Journal Vol 9, 1992/3. Copies can be found at
Cheltenham Local Resources Library or in Prestbury LHS Archive. This study is supplementary
to that article though with enough information to enable the reader to understand the
background of the Chamberlains and their place in our history.
iii Many of the biographical references are taken from http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org
iv The barony of Churchdown was held by the Archbishopric of York from c. 1070 until 1545,
when Archbishop Holgate made a general exchange of the temporalities of the See of York with
the Crown for other property.
v National Archives: STAC 8/108/11
vi Gloucestershire Archives: GDR/109/page 288. 1611. GDR/109/page 288. GDR/114/page 33.
GDR/114/page 177.
vii I am currently researching the history of tithes in Prestbury and will publish the paper when it
is complete. A copy will be available in the Prestbury LHS archive.
viii GDR/100/page 619 and GDR/109/page 41
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