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Welcome to the PLHS Winter newsletter 2017.
Our schedule of talks & events for 2018 has
just been announced!
Since the last newsletter the committee have been busy arranging the
schedule for next year’s talks, walks and events. New for 2018 we will be
introducing the Prestbury Pub History Walk in June we will have plenty of
guest speakers throughout the year. The society will also have a
presence at local events like the Village Fete in June and Heritage Open
Days in September. Work on our indexing and transcription projects
continues. We are always pleased to hear from volunteers!
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Dates for your diary
The History of Swindon Village
26th January 7:30pm at the WI Hall
Barry Simons is Chairman of the Swindon Village Society. The
Society’s members have undertaken research into the area’s history
and have produced several local history books recording the
memories of local people who grew up or lived in the area over the
past ninety years. Being in such close proximity to Prestbury the
history of Swindon Village is bound to overlap with our own at times.
This local history knowledge and research has proved useful in
challenging unwelcome developments in the Swindon Village area.
Although PLHS do not get involved with local planning and
development plans, this talk may seem relevant in our own
community as changes in our local environment force us to
reconsider our sense of history and village identity.

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village
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2018
TALKS & EVENTS
January 22nd
The History of Swindon Village
Barry Simons
February 26th
4 Weddings & A Funeral
Michael Cole
March

26th

AGM & Talk
TBC
April 23rd
Paying the Parson
Norman Baker

May 21st
A Cotswold Farmer
Tony Noel
June 25th
Prestbury Pub History Walk
(Booking essential)
September 24th
Brockhampton History
Neil Pryce-Jones
October 22nd
Policing in Prestbury
Mark Williams
November 26th
World War One
David Jones

Meetings are held at 7:30pm in the WI Hall
unless otherwise stated

Membership for 2018 is still only £10!
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Prestbury Remembers WWI
My research into the servicemen from Prestbury will be continuing in
2018. Look out for an audio-visual exhibition in June at St Mary’s Church
to coincide with the summer fete.
Don’t forget you can still download
the Prestbury Remembers WWI
Memorial Trail eBook for free from
the PLHS website.
https://prestburyhistory.com/public
ations/prestbury-remembers-wwi/

One story that didn’t make it into the original booklet was that of
Stanislaus Bendzmerowski, a Polish prisoner of war who was posted to
work for Mr Wiggett at Church Farm in Prestbury. Last year Chris Bentall,
David Drinkwater, Krzysztof Michalik and myself combined our efforts to
research his story.
Stanislaus is the Germanic version of the name and I am told he would
have probably been known in Poland as Stanislaw.
Chris Bentall has written an excellent article on the subject as part of his
wider research, which he has kindly let us include in this newsletter.

Rebecca Sillence

4

The one who did not
get away by Chris Bentall
In the autumn of 1918, alongside the head and shoulders photographs
of dead, wounded or missing soldiers the Cheltenham Chronicle and
Gloucestershire Graphic (CCGG) included local people who died from
the Spanish Influenza pandemic that resulted in millions of deaths
around the world. The first set of portraits appeared on Saturday 26th
October 1918, comprising five Cheltenham men, one leaving a widow
in bad health and six young children.
There was another victim, a young man, single and a Catholic, who
died in Cheltenham in early October for whom there is no photograph
and whose demise occurred far from home and the country of his
birth. Who was he and what brought him to Cheltenham?
Stanislaus Bendzmerowski was born in Skurz in Pomerania in May 1892.
He was of ethnic Polish origin but born and bred under Prussian rule.1
Stanislaus was the eldest of four children born to Franziska
Bendzmerowski; the name of a father, Joseph Bondzielewski, is only
recorded for the last child Agnes born in 1907.2 Life must have been
tough for Franziska as a single mother; it may have taken a turn for the
better when she married Joseph Kuczminskiin 1912.
Stanislaus was a member of the 54th Reserve Regiment of the West
Prussian/German army, subsequently transferred to the 140th Regiment
and then back to the 54th.3 He was twice wounded in 1915, reported
missing on the Eastern Front in late October 1916 and then a prisoner in
early December.
As labour and food was in short supply in England the obvious solution
was to utilise POWs, hence on 10th June 1918 a group of 42 prisoners,
including Stanislaus, arrived in Cheltenham from Dorchester to
commence farm work. The prisoners were marched from Lansdown
Railway Station and settled in Charlton House (in Charlton Kings),
occupying the top storey.4

Spellings are in the Germanised form.
The two other children were Johann and Sophie born in 1894 and 1898.
3 Germany was able to call on millions of well-trained reservists at very short notice.
4 The current international headquarters of Spirax Sarco
1
2
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Is Stanislaus somewhere in this crowd of German POWs?
Stanislaus was put to work under Alfred Wiggett, owner of two farms in
Prestbury. A son Alfred was running one farm, but in 1916 he was
conscripted into the army. His appeal to a Military Tribunal (of which
his father was a member), claiming his labour was needed on the farm,
was dismissed. Strangely I have not been able to find any evidence of
his wartime service.

Cheltenham Chronicle & Gloucestershire Graphic 15/06/1918
German POWs marching from Lansdown Station
Outside work seems to have suited Stanislaus; following his death a
press report stated he was a ‘good chap’ and had ‘worked well’.5
Perhaps he had been accustomed to outdoor activity when growing
up in a poor rural area.
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Echo (14/10/1918)
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Farm cart at Prestbury Show belonging to Mr Wiggett of Church Farm
During his final illness, ‘pneumonia supervening upon influenza’ as
reported in the Echo (Monday 14/10/1918), Stanislaus ‘received the
greatest attention at the hands of Dr Meyrick-Jones’. He died, aged
27, at Charlton House on Thursday 9th October and was buried in
Charlton Kings Cemetery on Sunday the 13th, the graveside service
conducted by Fr O’Shaughnessy from St Gregory’s Church. The
contingent of German prisoners was present and the guard
discharged a three-volley salute. Wreaths were laid and an interpreter
explained the prisoners were satisfied with the proceedings.
A sour note was struck on the 16th; the Echo printed a long letter from
‘A LOVER OF THE NORMAL’ complaining of the ‘grotesque absurdity’ of
awarding the deceased full military honours, this amidst a tirade of
anti-German sentiment.
In the harsh winter of 1962/63 Stanislaus’ remains were removed, with
those of German POWs from World War II and reburied in Cannock
Chase Military Cemetery.
Acknowledgements:

Cannock Chase German military cemetery

David Drinkwater alerted me
to reports of Stanislaus’ death
and obtained a copy of his
death certificate; Rebecca
Sillence of Cheltenham Local
History Library found German
army documents relating to
Stanislaus, press report on
Alfred Wiggett’s appeal and
CCGG photograph which is
reproduced courtesy
Cheltenham Local History
Library.
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Cricketers from Prestbury
As England are currently playing Australia for the Ashes, I thought it
would be interesting to consider the cricketing history of Prestbury.
Gloucestershire and England
cricketer ‘Charlie’ Warrington
Leonard Parker was born in Prestbury
on 14th October 1882.
On the 1891 and 1901 census he is
living with his parents Leonard and
Sarah at Queenswood Cottage.
At that time his occupation was listed
as ‘Golf Caddy’ so he probably
worked up on Cleeve Hill (as did
several young lads from the village at
that time).

Charles Warrington Leonard
Parker (Charlie)

By 1911 he’d moved to Beaufort
Place and had become a professional
cricketer.

Batting style: Right-hand bat
Bowling style: Slow left-arm orthodox
It would appear that Charlie’s focus was
predominantly on golf in his early years and he
only took up cricket around 1900. He was
recommended for the Gloucestershire team by
cricketing legend W.G. Grace in 1903.
WWI put a halt to county cricket although there
are several amusing accounts of ‘trench cricket’
matches in magazines like the Fifth Gloucester
Gazette (the Gloucestershire Regiment’s answer
to the Wipers Times).

Golf Caddies on Cleeve Hill

Gloucestershire’s premier spin bowler at the time was George Dennett. He
joined the Gloucestershire team around the same time as Charlie in 1903. In
1919 Charlie was given an opportunity to shine, as Dennet was away serving
as an Army officer and was not released from military service until 1921.
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In 1924 Charlie Parker was the first person to
take three hat-tricks in one first class season. He
set a world record, which has never been beaten
and has only been equalled since by two cricketers.
According to ESPN Cricinfo:

Parker was recommended by
W.G. Grace in 1903

“Charlie Parker only played one Test, but he
snared 3278 wickets for Gloucestershire only Wilfred Rhodes and Tich Freeman
have taken more in first-class cricket.
Parker was especially irresistible on sticky
wickets, and his career was studded with
some remarkable performances: 17 for 56
against Essex in 1925 and nine wickets in
an innings on eight occasions. But his only
Test appearance came in 1921, against
Australia at Old Trafford. It seems his
figures - 2 for 32 off 28 overs - were not
good enough, though probably Parker's
notorious outspokenness and his falling-out
with [selector] Plum Warner had more to
do with it.”

After he retired in 1935, Parker became an umpire until World War II.
Following the war, he coached cricket at Cranleigh almost up to his death on
11 July 1959.

I am aware that there are other Prestbury cricketers who have
gone onto play at county and international level. Does anyone
have any information?

Michelle Rees
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“The Stranger at my brother’s grave”
Some of you may have come across a recent short documentary by the
BBC regarding the 70year mystery of a grave in St Mary’s Churchyard…
The programme follows the story of
Ann’s search. Having been involved
in the research myself, I though it
may be of interest to know how some
of the information was found.

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=aE4oxV7lL_g
Follow the link to view the BBC
programme on YouTube.
Some of you may have noticed the
recent press appeals from the sister of
a 12 year old boy who was buried at
St Mary’s churchyard in the 1940s.
Karl Smith sadly drowned on a scout
trip to Oxwich bay with the Highbury
Scouts in 1947. For more than 70
years a stranger has been leaving
flowers and poems on his grave.
Karl’s sister Ann was only 7 when he
died so she set out to discover the
identity of the mysterious visitor,
hoping they could tell her more about
Karl.
BBC reporter Camila Ruz has been
investigating the mystery with help
from Cheltenham Local History
Library, Gloucestershire Archives and
others.

To start with we used a resource
called the British Newspaper
Archive to search through old issues
of the Gloucestershire Echo.
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
You can view thousands of
newspapers (up to 1950) by logging
in for free at your local library, or
paying for your own subscription at
home. This is a great improvement
on the old microfilm copies as you
are able to search the website by
‘keyword’ (such as names or places)
rather than having to look at every
page manually.
Some of the local papers you can
access are the Gloucestershire Echo,
Gloucester Citizen, Cheltenham
Chronicle, Cheltenham Looker On,
Gloucester Journal and many more.
This is an excellent resource for
anyone looking in to the history of
their house, their ancestors or the
local area. You will find details like
sales listings, adverts for local
businesses, family announcements,
court cases, news items, village
events and plenty of other helpful
information.
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The Gloucestershire Echo for 1947
provided details of the inquest,
funeral and summarised the
incident.
From this we were able to tell that
Karl had been a member of the
Highbury Scouts.
Knowing that there was a
connection to the scouts we
searched on the Gloucestershire
Archives & Libraries local history
catalogue.
Following this lead, we identified a
Highbury Scouts photo album held
at the Gloucestershire Archives.
http://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
CalmView/Record.aspx?src=Calm
View.Catalog&id=D11345&pos=1
We passed on this information to
the BBC team who conducted
further research and contacted
some of the people named in the
source material.
After the Scout leads proved
fruitless they turned their attention
to the newspaper articles. Tracing
the names of anyone mentioned in
the reports, they were able to track
down a man called Ron, who had
shared a tent with Karl on the
fateful trip.
It transpired he’d been leaving
flowers at Karl’s graveside for
more than 70 years. However, he
had no knowledge of the poems
that had been left, so the identity of
this second visitor still remains a
mystery…

Several people who knew Karl
describe in the film that their career
choices (to join the police force or
medical profession) were heavily
influenced by Karl’s death.
I wonder how many more lives have
been influenced by the subsequent
work of his friends…
It’s moving to see that Karl is still
fondly remembered and he clearly
made a lasting impression on the
people he knew in his short lifetime.
Although I’ve not met her myself,
I’m sure that Ann would love to hear
from anyone who remembers Karl.
The BBC researcher for the
programme Camila Ruz has a
Twitter account showing her contact
details as camila.ruz@bbc.co.uk

Rebecca Sillence
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Inclosure Award 1732
You may have been intrigued by the mention of the ‘Inclosure
Act’ at our last talk by Michelle Rees…
There was an act of parliament to inclose/enclose and fence off allotted
portions of land to individual owners. We have a book on understanding
Inclosure in our archives and will also soon have a copy of Prestbury’s
own Inclosure Award.
Prior to this most land was farmed on an open field system, which was
the traditional medieval method of farming. Individuals would rent
strips of land called ‘selions’ in large unfenced fields during the growing
season. The rest of the year the land was usually open to the community
for grazing their animals. Usually natural boundaries marked the edge
of these large fields such as ditches, landmarks or streams.
In 1732 most of these large open fields would have been divided up and
fenced off into smaller parcels of land. This is the foundation of the
village, as we know it today. We’ve heard about some of these large
fields like Sandfield and Lynworth Field in Noman Baker’s latest book
(Prestbury Past & Present Volume 2) and his talk about ‘Prestbury Field’.
Common land was generally unaffected, such as Cleeve Common but
the poorer members of the community would have most likely been
worse off after inclosure as the landowners gained more powers.
The Inclosure Award for Prestbury dates from 1732. This is a document
which describes the location and size of each parcel of land, how it could
be accessed and who it belongs to. There is no map to go with it so it is
an on-going puzzle to researchers to figure out where each piece of land
would have been. This is why Michelle’s 1762 map is so exciting for us!
There is an original copy of the Inclosure award at Cheltenham Library
and I will be digitising it and adding it to the PLHS website shortly so
you can all have a look at it and see if you spot any names or field names
that are of interest to where you live or your ancestors. It’s a great
document for both local and family history.

Rebecca Sillence
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Prestbury School
Following my talk about Prestbury School I’ve been given several
photographs to add to our archives. I thought it would be nice to share
some of these with you.

1940s?

Prestbury School visit Cheltenham Fire Station in 1949/50
13

Prestbury Schoolboys in 1910

A School Classroom in 1930
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Taken in the 1890s?

1948 by the ‘Huts’
With thanks to Maurice Newman, Peter Pocket, Elaine North & Jill
Smith for donating copies of these photos to our archive.

Rebecca Sillence
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The Diary of
Francis Welles
The Journal of a Gloucestershire Justice A.D. 1715 -1756

Journal of the Rev Francis Welles, Vicar of Prestbury,
and Justice of the Peace for the County of Gloucester.
Francis Welles was the Vicar of Prestbury 1694 – 1756. He was also a
Justice of the Peace during the years 1715 - 1756. He kept a Journal
of his work as a Justice of the Peace for those 41 years. We know this
because of two articles published in The Law Magazine And Law
Review in 1861. (According to the evidence of the Journal, he died in
1756 aged about 90 i.e. born c 1666). It is very frustrating that there is
now no trace of the original Journal.
The articles tell us that the Journal was an ‘old vellum-covered book’.
Each page was divided into two columns the first of which is dedicated
to matters relating to the Petty Sessions and the second to the
proceedings at Assizes and Quarter Sessions. The author of the articles
clearly judges that it is the second column that is of interest but for
local historians it is of course the first column – the local news - that
would be by far the most important. In these articles we therefore have
much reporting of the Assize and Quarter Sessions and very little of the
Petty Sessions. A few items relate to Prestbury.
His earliest act as a Justice of the Peace, dated December 6 1714 (two
days after he was ‘sworn in’), is the issuing of a warrant against Wm
Lyes, convicted by his own confession of stealing wood from Mr
Baghot, to pay 2s or be whipt;’ and, in the following February, he
granted a warrant ‘to whip Jane Clement of Bp Cleeve for hedgebreaking and stealing wood from Wm Hobs’ (In this case it is
interesting to see that there is no option to pay a fine! She may have
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been a recidivist but he was clearly a strict disciplinarian.) An early case
records that on Jan 4th 1715 he granted ’a warrant to the overseers of
Prestbury against John Barnard, for relief of his wife, then sick and
chargeable to the town’ i.e. Prestbury. Later Mr Welles issued his
warrant to the Constables of Prestbury and Winchcomb ‘to apprehend
two dangerous wandering rogues’. He also issued ‘an order to remove
Giles Hobs and his wife from Prestbury to Charlton Kings’. These cases
are stated either as involving Prestbury or involving names of Prestbury
resients.

Prestbury’s village
stocks and whipping
post were located on
the small grass area in
Mill Street at the back
of the Churchyard,
near the Plough Inn.
This would have
originally been at a
crossroads. The small
track across the fields
that leads to Shaw
Green Lane was once a
fairly well used route
to Southam and
Winchcombe.

The Petty Sessions were held in Cheltenham so we cannot be sure that
the following cases were also Prestbury based: for ’twice profanely
cursing’ he orders Jane Richardson to be placed in the stocks for two
hours; Margaret Mealing and Jane Arcol appear before him for
‘haunting ale houses with lewd fellows’;and Frances Williams appeared
before him in 1715 ‘to be examined about her great belly’.
These are the only local quotes from the Journal column concerning
the Petty Sessions. I would expect that there are many more local
references in the original column. The quoted references add a little to
our local knowledge. I am interested to see that the stocks and the
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whipping post, which stood in Mill Lane just outside the church gate,
were in use as I had only found one reference previously and that was
to an illegal imprisonment in 1610 (see Prestbury past & Present
Volume 2 page 112). The reference to John Barnard and his wife who
was sick and ‘chargeable to the town’ raises the issue of caring for the
poor which was the cause of much distress and anguish. The same
issue is probably involved in removing Giles Hobs and his wife to
Charlton Kings.
This same problem of caring for the poor was even more starkly
illustrated in the one local case recorded from the Quarter Sessions. In
1724 there was a ‘settlement case’ between Prestbury and Bridgeboat,
better known now as Bridge Sollers, a small village west of Hereford.
At issue is the place of settlement for the people concerned, i.e. which
community paid for their relief if they were in poverty. The couple,
Samuel and Eizabeth Stinton, were removed from Prestbury on the
orders of two Justices - Mr Delabere and Revd Francis Welles – as
Samuel swore on oath that their place of settlement was Bridgeboat.
In fact, the couple moved to Bristol and in their five years there had
three children of which two died.
Samuels’s trade was blacksmith and he decided to move to London
and then send for his wife but she never moved. She then went with
her son to Bridgeboat where they were turned away and subsequently
turned up in Prestbury where they were found ‘wanting and begging’
and were sent back to Bridgeboat by the same Justices. They were
again refused and taken back to Prestbury, where they were set down
at the inn whilst the Bridgeboat Constable’s men went to find the
overseers of the poor – in fact they just cleared out fast so the two were
again taken in for wandering and begging. They were sent to the
Brideswell until next Sessions. (The Brideswell was the local prison but
not the village lock-up, if we had one, so therefore probably
Cheltenham or Gloucester where the Quarter Sessions were held.) The
Sessions referred the case to the King’s Bench.
The case then disappears from Francis Welles Journal and we do not
know what the consequences were. The fact was that such people
were a charge on the rates and neither community was willing to
accept the cost even though this poor woman and her son were kept
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wandering or imprisoned over a span of about four years. This was the
Welfare State of the time, known as the Old Poor Law, in action!
The reference to Mr Delabere is interesting. He is named several times
in the Journal, often as Chairman of the Court. No further information
is given so whether it was a Delabere of Prestbury or not I do not know.
The unknown author of the articles pays tribute to Francis Welles for his
dedication pointing out that the lines of communication consisted of
sunken lanes, mere ravines by summer and water-courses by winter, or
deep wheel tracks. The first engagement on the Bench at Quarter
Sessions was in Gloucester on January 11th 1715. What did it take to
get there in midwinter? He had frequently to travel even further afield.
The main road from Oxford to Gloucester passed a few miles south of
Prestbury so the first part of his journey to these more distant towns
would be via our narrow country lanes such as Pear Tree Lane to get to
the top of the hill. It is clear from the account of the Journal that
Francis Welles was assiduous and conscientious in his attention to the
duties though perhaps somewhat strict.
Francis Welles was Vicar of Prestbury from 1699 to his death in 1756.
His Vicarage was the house we know as Three Queens in Deep Street.
Roger Beacham in ‘Prestbury: A Walk Through Time’ says, “When in
1699 Revd Francis Welles became vicar the house was said to have
been “very ruinous” but by 1704 had been largely rebuilt.”
Where is his Journal now? It seems unlikely that such a book would
have been destroyed. It is probably on some private, or even public,
library shelf somewhere. I would be very pleased to know of its
whereabouts.

I am very grateful to Rebecca Sillence who drew my attention to these
articles. The Journal in which they appear is The Law Magazine and
Law Review, May to August 1861, and is freely available on line
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=GOkXAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA99&dq=l
aw+journal+francis+welles+justice+gloucester+prestbury&hl=en&sa=X
&ved=0ahUKEwjs_8fytuvXAhVbOMAKHROABBkQ6AEIKzAA#v=onepag
e&q=law%20journal%20francis%20welles%20justice%20gloucester%
20prestbury&f=false

Norman Baker
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The Great Storm…
From the Giles Geast Charity Book, Tewkesbury

“1731 This year May 24 a Great Storm of Hail

fell at Cheltenham & Prestbury, which done a

Great Deal of damage to the Glass Windows & the
Corn, some of the Hail stones between 8 & 9 inches
round; twas thought twas near £2000 damage.”
The above is as written in The Account Book of the Giles Geast
Charity, Tewkesbury 1958-1891 published by the Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, the capital letters seem
very odd.

Tony Noel
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Wishing all of our
members a very

Merry
Christmas!
We hope you enjoy the
festive season and we
look forward to seeing
you all in 2018.
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